
NEWSLETTER
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEWS

RED RIVER MÉTIS BUSINESS EXCELLENCE
AWARDS GALA 2025

FOR EVENT INFORMATION AND TO
SECURE YOUR TICKETS, VISIT

RRMBDC.CA

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION AND EXCELLENCE IN RED
RIVER MÉTIS COMMERCE

The Manitoba Métis Federation proudly hosts the Red River Métis Business Excellence Awards - a gala evening dedicated
to honouring the achievements of Red River Métis entrepreneurs and businesses. This prestigious event celebrates success
across a variety of award categories, recognizing the innovation, leadership, and economic contributions of our Nation's
business community. Join us as we celebrate the strength, spirit, and excellence of Red River Métis commerce on
November 27 , 2025, at the Fort Gary Hotel.th

FALL 2025 EDITION

LIMITED TICKETS
AVAILABLE!



NEW! RRMBDC LAUNCHES
NEW BRANDING SERVICE

New Branding Services for Red River Métis Entrepreneurs
We’re proud to share that the Red River Métis Business Development Corporation (RRMBDC) has launched a new Branding
Services program designed to help Red River Métis-owned businesses develop strong, consistent, and professional brand
identities.
Whether you’re starting fresh or refining your business image, our new Brand Kits offer flexible levels of service to suit your
needs:

Essentials Brand Kit – Build your foundation with a logo, brand colours, and a basic branding guide.
Deluxe Brand Kit – Strengthen your identity with logo design, colour palette, font selections, and a detailed guide for brand
consistency.
Premium Brand Kit – Take your brand to the next level with a complete package including a visual mood board and
comprehensive branding guide.

SUPPORT AND ENHANCE YOUR BUSINESS

To complement your kit,
you can also choose add-
ons like tailored Canva
templates and social
media branding bundles —
helping your brand stay
unified across all
platforms.

At RRMBDC, we’re
committed to helping Red
River Métis businesses
tell their stories with
authenticity and pride.

 Your brand is your story
— let’s make it shine.





GROW, CONNECT, AND CELEBRATE WITH THE RRMBA!

THE RED RIVER MÉTIS BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Networking with fellow Red River Métis
entrepreneurs
Access to programs that fuel business growth
Events packed with learning and connection
Direct links to MMF and affiliate business
programs

Over the past year, members enjoued 14
exciting events - and the 2025/26 calendar is
already filling up starting this October!
Red River Métis entrepreneurs are now
featured on Métis Hour x2 on NCI every
Saturday. It’s a fantastic way to shine a
spotlight on your business and reach the
community. 

Want in? Contact Shaun Hampton at
shaun.hampton@mmf.mb.ca

Our monthly Member Spotlights launched in
February 2025 and continue to showcase 1 - 2
members on the RRMBDC website. It’s a great
way to get your name out there and connect
with other members.

Get Involved Today!
Membership means more than benefits - it means
joining a community of Red River Métis
entrepreneurs committed to growing stronger
together.

Being part of the Red River Métis Business Association (RRMBA) means joining a community built to help your
business thrive. From hands-on workshops to high-energy networking events, we’re here to connect you with
the right people, resources, and opportunities.

HERE’S WHAT MEMBERSHIP
BRINGS YOU:

WHAT’S NEW?

MEMBERSHIP PERKS YOU’LL LOVE:

Business Services that make a difference
Marketing services to boost your brand
Bookkeeping services tailored to your
needs
Group Health Benefits designed for
businesses of every size

Exclusive member pricing at all RRMBA
events
Signature celebrations like:

Red River Métis Business Excellence
Awards - November 27, 2025
Red River Métis Business Expo - Spring
2026

Plenty of ways to learn & connect, including
Lunch & Learns, regional mixers, and targeted
business workshops
Procurement opportunities that open doors
with the Manitoba Métis Federation and
beyond







RED RIVER MÉTIS KITCHEN
Bannock has long been a staple in Métis homes — a
simple, nourishing bread that brings people together.
Whether it’s baked in an oven, cooked over a campfire,
or fried golden in a pan, bannock carries stories of
family, community, and resourcefulness.

This month, we’re featuring Wild Blueberry Bannock, a
sweet twist on a timeless favourite. Wild blueberries,
found across the Red River Métis homeland, give this
bannock a burst of flavour and a reminder of our deep
connection to the land.

THIS MONTH’S
FEATURE:

WILD
BLUEBERRY

BANNOCK
Ingredients:

2 cups flour
1 tbsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
2 tbsp sugar
¼ cup butter (melted)
¾ cup milk (or water)
½ cup wild blueberries (fresh or frozen)

Directions:
1.Preheat oven to 400°F (200°C).
2. In a large bowl, mix flour, baking powder, salt, and sugar.
3.Stir in melted butter and milk to form a soft dough.
4.Gently fold in blueberries.
5.Press dough into a greased baking pan or skillet.
6.Bake for 20–25 minutes or until golden brown. Serve warm with butter

or honey.

Tip: For a more traditional version, try cooking your bannock over an open
fire on a greased cast-iron pan — just as our ancestors did during long
days on the land.

SHARING OUR TRADITIONS

“For the Métis, bannock isn’t just food — it’s a story of
adaptability and togetherness, passed down through generations.”



JOIN US! ON AIR AND ONLINE 
FOR ALL THE LATEST RED RIVER MÉTIS NEWS AND EVENTS

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
MAILING LIST, VISIT

MMF.MB.CA, AND SIGN
UP TODAY!

KEEPING YOU
INFORMED!





SUPPORTING RED RIVER MÉTIS
ENTREPRENEURS IN MANITOBA

LOUIS RIEL CAPITAL
CORPORATION

Louis Riel Capital Corporation provides financing
support to Red River Métis entrepreneurs
headquartered in Manitoba. Our business grant and
loan program is designed to finance start-ups,
expand, or acquire businesses in Manitoba.
Entrepreneurs must contribute a minimum of 10% of
the total project costs.
LRCC grants cover up to 30% of eligible project
costs.
A minimum loan must account for 40% of the total
project costs.
This program offers a comprehensive financial
solution to help Red River Métis entrepreneurs build
and grow successful businesses.

LRCC Grant and Loan Program

Métis Women Entrepreneurship (MWE) offers
a holistic program uniquely tailored to support
and empower Red River Métis women
entrepreneurs.
MWE provides commercial financing to help
Red River Métis women start or expand a
business in Manitoba up to $40,000.00.
MWE Mentorship Program offers guidance
and expertise from experienced mentors over
a six month period.
Gain valuable insights and connections
through the MWE workshops and networking
events dedicated to Red River Métis women
in business.

Métis Women Entrepreneurship (MWE)
Program

Founded in 1992 by the economic development initiatives of the Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF), Louis Riel Capital
Corporation (LRCC) offers funding programs to empower Red River Métis individuals and businesses by providing
accessible, innovative, and sustainable financial solutions, fostering economic growth, self-sufficiency, and long-term
prosperity within the Manitoba Métis community. Through commercial loans, personal loans, and targeted grant
programs, we strive to strengthen the entrepreneurial spirit, support community development, and create opportunities
for Red River Métis people to thrive in allaspects of life.

Louis Riel Capital Corporation offer a personal
loan program to Red River Métis citizens for up
to $40,000.00. The loan is intended for the
purchase of consumer goods such as vehicles,
home renovations and debt consolidations.
Applicants must demonstrate their ability to
repay the loan with proof of income and may
require collateral to secure the loan.

Red River Métis Personal Loan Program
Louis Riel Capital Corporation offers four small
business loan programs designed to support
Red River Métis owned business looking to
access funding of $40,000.00 and under.
Our Youth Entrepreneurship Programs is
available to Red River Métis entrepreneurs
between the ages of 18-29.
LRCC offers small business loans catering to
our Red River Métis Commercial Fishers and
Trappers.

LRCC Small Business Loan

PROGRAMS OFFERED



THE PROGRAM
Launched in February 2019, the MMF’s First Time Home Purchase Program (FTHPP) addresses the housing needs,
priorities, and challenges of the Red River Métis, making homeownership a reality for Red  River Métis Citizens who
have never owned a home before. 

The program provides funding for down payments on the purchase of a home, up to a maximum of 5% of the
purchase price, with a cap of $18,000, plus purchase closing costs of 1.5% of the purchase price, up to a cap of
$2,500.

Applicant(s) residing in Manitoba for a minimum of six months;
Must provide proof of Métis citizenship with their application; ie. MMF Métis Citizenship Card or a letter from
the MMF CRO department confirming the applicant's Métis Citizenship Card is in the process of being issued.
Must be 18 years of age or older.
Must be able to qualify for and obtain a mortgage from a mainstream or known financial institution. LRCC or
the MMF reserves the right to review the terms and conditions of any first place mortgage financing. 
Priority will be given to those who are currently residing in social housing, and families escaping situations of
abuse or violence.
The forgivable loan amount must be registered on the title in second position at the applicants cost.
The home being purchased must be for the applicant's primary residence.
Applicant must not have ever owned a home.
Applicants must not have ownership in any real estate (including land) with a market value of morethan
$30,000.
Family/Household taxable income as stated from the CRA Notice of Assessments must be below$100,000.
Applicants must have current combined liquid assets of less than $60,000. 

Eligible types of homes
Newly constructed homes with new home warranty proceeding as a turnkey purchase from a builder(deposits
on new builds will not be funded and must be completed within a reasonable timeframe at the discretion of
MMF FTHPP funder;
Resale market homes, single family, side by side, townhouses, condominiums, multi-unit;
Ready to Move Homes (RTMs) on permanent foundations;
Conversions from non-residential use, that feature a new home warranty;
Mobile homes on owned land, on a permanent foundation anchored to the property and acceptable to a
financial institution for mortgage financing purposes;
The home purchase price is to be governed by the applicants income and down-payment relevant to mortgage
and debt payments.
Maximum home purchase price $600,000.

FIRST TIME HOME PURCHASE
PROGRAM

DELIVERED BY LRCC ON BEHALF OF THE MMF

Eligibility



RED RIVER MÉTIS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN!

SUPPORT LOCAL

WHY THIS MATTERS
The Red River Métis Business Directory showcases Red
River Métis-owned businesses and entrepreneurs across
Manitoba and beyond. Whether you’re a consumer looking to
shop local, a procurement team seeking indigenous-owned
vendors, or a Red River Métis Citizen eager to support your
community, this is your go to directory.

Choosing Red River Métis-owned businesses and
entrepreneurs is a powerful act of reconciliation. Every
purchase helps build local economies and support the 

JOIN THE RED RIVER
MÉTIS BUSINESS
DIRECTORY BY

VISITING: 
METISDIRECTORY.LRCC.MB.CA

REACH NEW CUSTOMERS
Choosing Red River Métis-owned businesses and
entrepreneurs is a powerful act of reconciliation. Every
purchase helps build local economies and support the
economic participation. When you choose to support Red
River Métis businesses and entrepreneurs, you’re helping
preserve culture, create jobs, and invest in long-term
community prosperity.

PROMOTE YOUR RED RIVER MÉTIS IDENTITY
Stand alongside hundreds of Red River Métis entrepreneurs
in a directory designed to spotlight and strengthen Red River
Métis-owned businesses and entrepreneurs across Canada.

GET DISCOVERED FOR CONTRACTS
Government, Corporate, Non-Profit Organizations,
and Procurement teams use the directory to find
trusted indigenous vendors. Make sure you’re
visible when opportunities arise.

SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Help build a stronger economy by making your
business easier to find and be included in broader
economic initiatives.

ARE YOU A RED RIVER MÉTIS BUSINESS OR ENTREPRENEUR?

economic participation. When you choose to support Red River Métis businesses and entrepreneurs, you’re helping
preserve culture, create jobs, and invest in long-term community prosperity.

BUY LOCAL. SUPPORT RED RIVER MÉTIS. MAKE A DIFFERENCE







MECD OFFICERS ARE IN THE REGIONS READY TO HELP!

RED RIVER MÉTIS ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
The Red River Métis Economic & Community Development (RRMECD) team has been hard at work helping Red
River Métis businesses grow and succeed. A major milestone is the recognition of the Red River Métis Business
Directory, which will open doors and reduce barriers for our business owners to access federal procurement
opportunities. The RRMECD team is also collaborating with the Economic Development portfolio to create
strategies that increase Red River Métis business participation in major infrastructure projects. At the same time,
our team making sure the voices and insights of our business community are shared with governments and
industry partners.

Kristi Perrin: General Manager,
Ph: 431-336-5013
Email: kristi.perrin@mmf.mb.ca

Jolanda Kroll: Southwest Region, Agriculture Economic
Sector lead, 
Ph: 204-914-0944 
Email: jolanda.kroll@mmf.mb.ca 

Kenzie Kallusky: Northwest Region, Forestry Economic
Sector lead, 
Ph: 204-638-9485 
Email: kenzie.kallusky@mmf.mb.ca 

Dean Mason: Winnipeg Region, Aerospace and Defense,
Manufacturing Economic Sector lead, 
Ph: 431-293-9158 
Email: dean.mason@mmf.mb.ca 

Samantha Law: Southeast Region, Tourism and
Hospitality Economic Sector lead, 
Ph: 204-754-2721 
Email: samantha.law@mmf.mb.ca 

Donna Austfjord: Interlake Region, Commercial Fishing
Economic Sector Lead,
Ph: 431-275-5103
Email: donna.austfjord@mmf.mb.ca

MECD OFFICERS ARE IN THE REGIONS READY TO HELP!

The team is especially
excited to be partnering with
MEDO and the Economic
Development portfolio on the
Red River Métis Artist and
Artisan Entrepreneurship
Initiative. This initiative will
give Red River Métis artists
and artisans the tools, skills,
and inspiration they need to
take their businesses to the
next level. The initiative will
officially launch this fall, stay
tuned for more details!

mailto:kristi.perrin@mmf.mb.ca
mailto:jolanda.kroll@mmf.mb.ca
mailto:kenzie.kallusky@mmf.mb.ca
mailto:dean.mason@mmf.mb.ca
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mailto:donna.austfjord@mmf.mb.ca


The MMF’s Partnerships and Procurement team is committed to strengthening opportunities for Red River Métis
businesses by providing the tools and support needed to navigate public tendering and compete successfully in
procurement.

In summer 2025, the MMF concluded its two-year pilot Procurement Advisory Services program, which offered one-on-
one procurement guidance to 20 Red River Métis businesses. This support helped participants build confidence and
capacity to pursue procurement opportunities. Notably, Big Interlake Mechanical secured a federal standing offer
agreement through the program. The MMF thanks HIBOU Professional Services for their dedicated work in delivering
this pilot.

In parallel, progress at a broader level was achieved when the Government of Canada officially recognized the Red
River Métis Business Directory on August 20, 2025, as a trusted source of verified Red River Métis businesses. With
more than 850 businesses now eligible under the Procurement Strategy for Indigenous Business (PSIB), Red River
Métis businesses have improved access to federal contracts, including major defence and aerospace projects. This
milestone supports Canada’s 5% Indigenous procurement target and affirms that the MMF, as the democratically
elected National Government of the Red River Métis, has the authority to define and verify Red River Métis
businesses.

Building on these initiatives, the MMF partnered with Manitoba Aerospace to host Preparing Red River Métis
Businesses for the Aerospace & Defence Sector on August 21, 2025. Twelve businesses attended the session,
gaining insight into industry standards, cybersecurity requirements, and preparation for the Manitoba Aerospace
Procurement Workshop and B2B Sessions on September 10, 2025. The Manitoba Aerospace Procurement Workshop
offered businesses the opportunity to connect with larger Aerospace and Defence companies.

MECD OFFICERS ARE IN THE REGIONS READY TO HELP!

HELPING RED RIVER MÉTIS BUSINESSES
SUCCEED IN PROCUREMENT

Most recently, the MMF partnered with Procurement
Assistance Canada and the Western Region School of
Procurement to deliver a pilot RFP Workshop on September
16–17, 2025. This hands-on training guided participants
step-by-step through the Government of Canada bidding
process, from finding opportunities on CanadaBuys to
drafting proposals and receiving direct feedback from
procurement officers.

Red River Métis businesses interested in future procurement
opportunities are encouraged to connect with their MECD
Officer to learn more and express interest in upcoming
sessions.

Note: Justine Backer, Senior Business Officer of
Partnerships and Procurement Opportunities, will conclude
her two-year assignment with Economic Development on
October 1, 2025. Please direct inquiries to MECD General
Manager Kristi Perrin moving forward.



  

HOME STARTS HERE
Style you love, prices you’ll love more.

Proudly serving Manitoba,
JS Furniture Gallery provides

affordable, stylish furniture,
mattresses, and appliances — plus

flexible financing options to help
make your house feel like home.

PROUDLY RED RIVER
MÉTIS OWNED

MORE INFORMATION : STORE LOCATIONS :

(204) 783-1727

www.furnitureandmore.ca Portage La Prairie: 2 Saskatchewan Ave. W

Winnipeg: 1725 Ellice Ave





Established in 2022 by the Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF), the Red River Métis Fur Company (RRMFC) is a
community-based fur trading initiative rooted in the traditions and economic practices of the Métis Nation. The MMF, as
the democratic government representing the Métis people in Manitoba launched the RRMFC to revitalize and support
the historic role of Métis fur harvesters and traders within a modern, sustainable framework.

SUPPORTING TRADITIONAL MÉTIS CRAFTSMANSHIP
RED RIVER MÉTIS FUR COMPANY

DELIVERED BY THE MANITOBA MÉTIS FEDERATION

Fur trading has long been a cornerstone of Métis culture and
economy. The RRMFC proudly continues this legacy by
providing a reliable and fair market for Métis furs and pelts—
paying 25% or more above global market prices. In doing so,
the company not only honors the economic contributions of
Métis harvesters but also promotes ethical and sustainable
harvesting practices across Manitoba.A core objective of the
RRMFC is to empower Métis citizens to maintain their
traditional way of life while generating income through
culturally meaningful work. By grounding the business in
Métis values and self-determination, the MMF and RRMFC
aim to build a resilient, culturally grounded economic model
that benefits current and future generations of Métis citizens.

In the fall of 2023, the RRMFC expanded
its community support by launching a
program to provide tanned furs and
leather at no cost to Métis artisans. This
initiative enhances economic
opportunities for artists and
craftspeople, supports the continuation
of traditional Métis craftsmanship, and
encourages the use of natural materials
in both heritage and contemporary
designs. All products produced by
artisans will be bought back through the
MMF Métis Marketplace store and
marketed. Importantly, the program is
available exclusively to Red River Métis
citizens, reinforcing the MMF’s
commitment to preserving and
strengthening Métis identity and cultural
expression. 



JOIN OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
ACCOUNTS!

TO KEEP UP TO DATE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
NEWS AND EVENTS

FOLLOW LAKE
MB RESORT ON
SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOLLOW LRCC
ON SOCIAL

MEDIA 

FOLLOW
RRMBDC ON

SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOLLOW MMF
ON SOCIAL

MEDIA 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



MÉTIS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATION (MEDO)

AFFILIATE OF THE MANITOBA MÉTIS FEDERATION



RED RIVER MÉTIS MARKETPLACE
AUTHENTIC HANDCRAFTED ITEMS FROM RED RIVER MÉTIS ARTISANS

FOLLOW RED RIVER MÉTIS
MARKETPLACE ON

FOLLOW RED RIVER MÉTIS
MARKETPLACE ON

FOLLOW RED RIVER MÉTIS
MARKETPLACE ON



MICHIF CORNER
PAUSE. PLAY. CELEBRATE
OUR CULTURE



WORD
UNSCRAMBLE





The Economic Development programs & services offered to Red River Métis Citizens are made
possible through the economic development initiatives under the leadership of President

Chartrand as Minister of Economic Development of the Manitoba Métis Federation.

MMF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO


